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Research questions

Q1
How can the local 

community be 
involved in planning 

for transition in a coal 
mining region of 

Australia? 

Local people 
excluded 

from 
decisions that 

affect them

We need to 
act quickly 

Rapid transition 
can mean the 
status quo is 
maintained

Preference 
for technical 

and scientific 
expert 

knowledge
Debate is 

restricted to 
subjects that 
benefit those 

in power
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Q2
What roles could a 

designer fulfil in 
participatory 

transition planning?
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Theoretical
Foundations

Community Based 
Participatory Design

Appreciative Inquiry

Community 
asset mapping

Envision positive futures 
starting with the best 

of what existsCentre the community’s 
knowledge & concerns

Redirected design 
practice

Fry 2010; Light & Akama 2012

Joining in with 
humility

Agid & Chin 2019
Meet the 

community 
where they are

Culture of Repair

Hospicing what is 
no longer required

Robinson 2019 

Repair & renew 
toward the future

Making visible

Reveal what has 
been concealed

Manzini 2015; Schultz 2017

Trace a path 
others can 

follow
Ingold 2013

Drawing 
together
DiSalvo 2009

Repairing &
maintaining 
what exists

Jackson 2014

Build a positive 
platform for transition

Connective 
practices

Hendriks & Ercan 2020
Matters 
of care

de la Bellacasa 2017
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Design-in-use
Dantec & DiSalvo 2013; 

Ehn 2008

Grasseni 2012; 
Kretzmann & 

McKinnon 1993

Local knowledge 
used to shape lives

Cameron & Gibson 2005
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Research design

Collaborative 
workshops

Semi-structured 
interviews

????

How can the local community be involved in planning for 
transition in a coal mining region of Australia? 

- What is the influence of community perspectives, identities, 

and attitudes on transition and transition planning?

- What does meaningful participation constitute for the 

community? 

- What are the obstructing forces to increased participation?

- What methods are suitable for community participation in 

transition planning?



KIMBERLEY CROFTS 

Thank you
kimberley.t.crofts@student.uts.edu.au
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https://kimberleycrofts.medium.com

Agid, S. & Chin, E. 2019, “Making and negotiating value: design and collaboration 
with community led groups,” CoDesign, vol. 15, no. 1, pp. 75–89

Cameron, J., & Gibson, K. 2005, “Participatory action research in a 
poststructuralist vein,” in Geoforum, 36(3), 315–331.

Dantec, C. & DiSalvo, C. 2013, “Infrastructuring and the formation of publics in 
participatory design,” Social Studies of Science, 43(2), pp. 241–264.

De la Bellacasa, Marîa P.. (2017). Matters of Care: Speculative Ethics in More than 
Human Worlds. University of Minnesota Press.

Disalvo, C. 2009, “Design and the Construction of Publics,” in Design Issues, 
Winter.

Ehn, P. 2008, “Participation in Design Things,” Proceedings of the Tenth 
Conference on Participatory Design, PDC 2008. 

Escobar, A. 2018, Designs for the Pluriverse: Radical Interdependence, Autonomy, 
and the Making of Worlds, Duke University Press.

Fry, T. 2010, Design as Politics, Berg, Oxford, New York.

Gatt, C. & Ingold, T. 2013, “From Description to Correspondence: Anthropology in 
Real Time,” in W. Gunn, T. Otto & R. Smith (eds), Design Anthropology: Theory and 
Practice, Bloomsbury, London, pp. 139–58.

Grasseni, C. 2012, “Community Mapping as Auto-Ethno-Cartography,” in 
Advances in Visual Methodology, pp. 97-112. SAGE Publications Ltd. 

Hendriks, C.M., Ercan, S., & Boswell, J. 2020, Mending Democracy: Democratic 
Repair in Disconnected Times. Oxford University Press USA - OSO.

Ingold, T. 2013, Making anthropology, archaeology, art and architecture. 
Routledge.

Jackson, S. 2014, 'Rethinking Repair.,' in Media Technologies: Essays on 
Communications, Materiality, and Society, pp. 221-239. MIT Press.

Kretzmann, J., & McKnight, J. 1993, Building communities from the inside out : a 
path toward finding and mobilizing a community’s assets. Center for Urban 
Affairs and Policy Research, Northwestern University.

Light, A., & Akama, Y. 2012, “The human touch: participatory practice and the role 
of facilitation in designing with communities,” in Proceedings of the 12th 
Participatory Design Conference, pp. 61–70.

Manzini, E. 2015, Design, When Everybody Designs: An Introduction to Design for 
Social Innovation. The MIT Press.

Merzian R., Quicke, A., Bennett, E., Campbell, R. & Swann, T. 2019, Climate of the 
Nation 2019: Tracking Australia's attitudes towards climate change and energy. 
The Australia Institute.

Robinson, C. 2020, “Transition Talk,” in Stewarding Loss. Accessed 23 March 2021 
from https://www.stewardingloss.com/blog/transitions-talk.

Schultz, T. 2017, “Design’s Role in Transitioning to Futures of Cultures of Repair,” 
Research into Design for Communities, Volume 2, pp. 225–234.


