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Housing

Housing and women in 

Queensland



Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners

‘Heartlands of Brisbane’

Uncle Gerard Bargo 

This artwork is located in 
the office of Q Shelter
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Assumptions

• Housing First

• Prevention 

• Reduce the time people spend homeless – Rapid re-housing

• First home, second home, third home (Ken Kraybill, 2012)
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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land in which we work and meet. 

We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging

Homelessness is really bad for people…
“…..studies in major cities across the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia, and 
Australia have confirmed a persistent relationship between a lack of housing and 
excess mortality.

Australian study (2020) (Seastres et al)

Over 15 years

• Homeless individuals had a higher mortality rate (11.89 vs. 8.10 per 1,000 
person-years)

• Younger median age at death (66.60 vs. 78.19 years) compared to non-
homeless individuals. 

• Deaths among younger people related more to substance use and risk taking 
behaviours while in older people it related more to disease (heart disease, 
cancer)

• Earlier health interventions could have mitigated these impacts

• Housing as a precursor to better health is important.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/1753-6405.13038


Homelessness and women
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• Close to 10,000 women were enumerated as homelessness in Qld in 2016

• Including over 2000 in Brisbane

• The rate of homelessness in Australia increased by 8% between 2006 and 2011 and 9% 
between 2011 and 2016 (with the majority being attributed to younger and older people).

• One quarter of homelessness is attributed young people – 2,500 young women in Qld



Causes of homelessness for women
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• Domestic Violence 

• Family Violence 

• Poverty – many women with no source of income and crisis at key life stages such as 
getting older, relationship breakdown

• Poor mental and physical health

• Lack of suitable housing – about a third of women are couch surfing (staying with 
friends/family) and many are living in cars or staying in motels with their children (with no 
cooking facilities).

• Exiting hospital, state care or prison.



Post-pandemic housing and homelessness in 
Queensland

• Private rental vacancies and competition in the private rental market 

• Interstate migration and intrastate migration 

• Benefits to home purchasers during COVID – ability to boost savings, 
availability of credit and low interest rates

• Ending of COVID-19 Rental regulations 

• Ending of JobSeeker supplement 

• Local government interest in affordable housing and homelessness 
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Vacancy rates – selected regions
Region Vacancy Rate

December 2019

Vacancy Rate 

June 2020

Vacancy Rate Dec 

2020

Gold Coast 1.8% 3.0% 0.3% - 1.3%

Logan 1.6% 2.2% 1%

Brisbane CBD 2.7% 3.9% 3.3%

Sunshine Coast 1.5% 1.9% 0.3%

Cairns 1.7% 2.4% 1.2%

Townsville 2.1% 1.7% 0.7%

Mackay 2.5% 1.3% 0.7%

Toowoomba 2.4% 1.2% 0.7%

Bundaberg 1.5$ 1.0% 0.4%
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Q Shelter’s policy work
• Pre-election

• Pre-budget

• City Deals

• Local Government

• Housing Older Women

• Housing Action Plan

• Contributions to Make Renting Fair Campaign

National policy work:

• SHARP Proposal for National Stimulus

• National Shelter and CHIA National

www.qshelter.asn.au/services
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SHARP Proposal 
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• Construct 30,000 additional units of social housing

• Renovate existing social housing

• Stimulate the building maintenance and construction 
industry 

• Create up to 24,500 FTE 

• Increase GDP up to $6.7billion 
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Solutions: a framework
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Solutions: older women

The need for innovation:

• DFV training for the real estate industry: towards prevention

• https://www.qshelter.asn.au/dfv/
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(07) 3831 5900

www.qshelter.asn.au

info@qshelter.asn.au

qldshelter

queensland.shelter

qshelter

CONTACT US

515Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill QLD 4004

PO Box 214, Spring Hill QLD 4004


